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Note from the Chair person
Well, another year is almost over and Christmas is
drawing near. The weather has been kind so far although
I must confess to hoping for hard frosts to kill off
hibernating black fly! 

As is customary, we closed the year with our
Pumpkinfest. More than 50 people turned out to
enjoy homemade spiced pumpkin soup and

barbecued burgers and sausages then round off their
feast with the most delightful array of donated cakes and
buns. There were lots of entrants in the pumpkin carving
competition and the bonfire was high enough we
expected a visit from the fire brigade! All in all, a wonder-
ful event and much gratitude is owed to Philippa Tribler
for her fantastic organisation.

We’ve been busy letting vacant plots to new tenants. The waiting list has shrunk markedly
and we expect to let our few remaining vacant plots early in the New Year. Welcome to
everyone that’s new – please take the time to say hello if you have a new neighbour.

At the same time we’re reviewing our winter maintenance plans. You’ll recall at the AGM
we voted to resurface the entry roads on both sides of the site. We’re going to get started
in January on filling in those deep potholes – resurfacing turned out to be considerably
more expensive than hoped. The shop has undergone a complete make-over and we
look forward to inviting you to the grand opening in early February – see dates for your
diary later. We’re also hoping to reinforce the west-side gates to stop them leaning in

and make them easier to open and close.

Have a restful winter, enjoying the seed catalogues and
dreaming of your successful crops for next year. Happy holidays
to all our tenants and we look forward to welcoming you again
in the Spring.

Best wishes and good growing
Caroline Trumper
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Saturday 06 February 10am Ken’s Shop Grand Re-opening

Sunday 10 April 2-4pm AGM

Saturday 14 May 10am till 4pm Plant Sale - followed by BBQ

Sunday 10 July Midday Summer Picnic

Saturday 03 September    12.30 - 4.30 pm   Produce Show - followed by BBQ

Saturday 29 October 4.30 onwards   Pumpkinfest

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2016

MAGA Committee
The MAGA Committee can be contacted on committee@maga.org.uk. Full committee
details are:

Chairperson Caroline Trumper (plot 26)
Treasurer Peter Flintoff (plot 109)
Secretary Felicity Cole (plot 105)
Member Andrew Preece (plot 5)
Member Margaret Rixon (plot 86)
Member Peter Briggs (plot 79)
Member Simon Bruton (plot 50 & 51)
Member Jadzia Bruton (plot 50 & 51)
Member Alison Campbell (plot 115A)

MAGA Website
Members may have experienced some difficulties in recent weeks accessing the MAGA
Website. As a Committee, we made the decision to move the website to a professional
company specialising in creating and hosting websites. This is now complete and our
website can still be found at www.maga.org.uk. 

You can contact the Committee from the website, or email us at committee@maga.org.uk
or by post at: 
MAGA, 
Allotment Hut West, 
Martin Way Allotments, 
Martin Way, 
Raynes Park, 
London SW20 9PA, 
or by dropping a note into the mail boxes on the gate or the shop.
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The M AG A bread club
Do you enjoy making bread and can make a decent loaf?
I’m looking for four or so amateur bread bakers to build a
Maga bread club. You do not have to be an expert but
should be able to make edible basic/standard yeast loaves
– eg: white, wholemeal and possibly sourdough. 

If there’s interest, I envisage us meeting (over a
beer/tea/coffee) and seeing if we can meet once a month
on a Saturday or Sunday. In the first instance this would be
to have fun, share ideas and develop recipes. I’m happy to
host the first few kick off sessions.

Later, if there’s a demand for bread, workshops and/or other projects (for example: a
community bread/pizza oven) we can plan further.

If you’d like to know more, email Mike Gleeson now: mikegleeson@archangelcomms.com
or call 020 8946 8268  •  Mike Gleeson Plot 18A

Working to support people with a brain injury, their 
families, carers and healthcare professionals.

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported us with setting up
our allotment this summer and welcoming our members. We are a local charity which
provides assistance, support, information and services for adults with brain injuries, their
families, friends and carers. 

We would love to hear from any allotment holders who would be willing to share their top
growing tips by running informal gardening sessions for members on our allotment. These
would be at a time when you would be at the allotment anyway and could spare an hour
to offer our members guidance on how to get the most out of their plot. 
If anyone is interested in supporting us in this way, please get in touch:  
info@headwayswlondon.org

Organic, delicious homemade 
bread for friends…
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The Shop newly painted, awaiting to be restocked
Over the past few weeks, workmen have been
repairing and re-decorating the shop. The major
changes have been the replacement of the water-
damaged ceiling in the inner storage room; making
good the entire shop area; painting it white
throughout; replacing the lights with brighter spot
lights; and sealing the concrete floor with self-lev-
elling sealant. 

There have been other changes, with new crock-
ery cupboards; a new tap that is much easier to
turn on; new noticeboards; and repainted outer
doors and their surrounding walls. 

We will be returning the furniture and stock to the
shop over the next few weeks and expect to open,
as planned, on February 6th.



this morning 
he was surprised
and pleased
to see on 
his backwater
of an allotment
that cat mint
Nepeta racemosa 
also attracted
woolly mammoths
Mammuthus primigenius
and he so delighted
readily forgave them
for also squashing 
his prize tomatoes
Solanum lycopersicum

pmcmanus
r857

SURPRISED

Martin Way Allotments is Top of the Bill

Bill EatonJoe Steel

Very many congratulations to joint plot-holders Joe Steel & Bill Eaton (plots 60A, 61 &
61A) and also to the late Richard Szuman (plots 50 and 51). Winners were treated to
trophies and certificates awarded by Mayor of Merton, Councillor David Chung at a
special awards ceremony at Morden Civic Centre.
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Allotmenteers from Martin Way
have scooped two prestigious
awards for best floral allotment.

Dear Plot holders

MAGA wish to remind everyone that
when using mechanical powered diggers
to clear plots, only brambles, wood, and
other less compost able materials should
be placed in the waste areas for collec-
tion. Green waste should, wherever
possible, be used for composting on the
plot. It is important also to ensure that
soil remains on site and not removed. 

Please could plot holders also ensure
that the perimeters of their plots are kept
under control especially along pathways.

Please remember that water is a
precious resource and plotholders are
asked to please
use efficient
ways of watering
their plants. For
example if you
need to use a hose water the base of the
plant rather than spraying the whole
area.


