
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Well the weather is just starting to tease us isn’t it? After what
has to be the wettest winter ever, where I was beginning to think
the only crops worth planning for were rice and watercress, the
daffodils are coming through and some days the temperature
even reaches double digits.

The MAGA Committee has
not sat back idly during these cold wet
months though! Since the beginning of
January we have let nearly 20 new plots
to budding allotmenteers. The slightly less
wet plots of course (if there are any). So
far that’s just under 45 plots in the past 12
months. We have only 5 vacant plots left
right across our site.

We’ve made plans for the 2014 Plant
Sale in May and you’ll see more news on
this, including a plea for greenhouse
space to grow on precious plug plants or
planting a few extra seeds over what
you’d normally do. And we’ll give you
some free mini-compost bags to sow
them in.

We’ve also set the date for our next Annual General Meeting – Sunday 13th
April, and we are looking forward to welcoming all of our tenant members back
to the MAGA marquee.  We need your support – not just to turn up on the day,
but to volunteer to be a part of the Committee for the next 12 months. Many
hands always make light work.

And after much careful consideration, it is with very real regret that I have
decided to step down from the Committee this year. My work and family
commitments are such that I can’t give MAGA the attention it truly deserves.

I am so proud of what we as an Association have accomplished over the past 
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3 years since I first raised my hand at an AGM. We have seen committee mem-
bers come and go but throughout all I have been struck by how willingly people
offer their time, skills and support to our Association. We have never been left
wanting for help and I am humbled by the commitment that so many make to
helping run our site and our Association. I feel honoured to have been a part
of it these past 3 years. It has taught me a great deal about the character and
soul of allotmenteering and the allotment community. We are all part of a very
special, dear group of friends that share common interests and speak out about
the things that are really important.

Turns out – it’s not just gardening after all.

Best wishes and good growing

Caroline

maga@allotment.me.uk

Saturday 05 April           10.30am         Help required to erect the marquee

Sunday 13 April           12.00 noon     Annual General Meeting in the marquee

Sat/Sun 17/18 May  Annual Plant Sale

Saturday   06 September The Produce Show

Sunday    26 October Pumpkinfest

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Volunteers

Maga needs your support in the administration of the site. To be a volunteer
and to join the committee is not time consuming or difficult. In volunteering you
have the satisfaction of knowing you are helping Maga self manage the site.
Most of the existing committee members have indicated their willingness to
continue for at least another year so there is lot's of experience to help you. 

If you would like to talk about this please e-mail: maga@allotment.me.uk
giving your contact details. 
Thank you
Caroline

Community Garden

To those of you who have made suggestions for the
Community Garden...thank you. There is still time for
you to give us your thoughts on this initiative.

The Maga committee sees the allotment plot holders
as a COMMUNITY and wants to continue to develop
the theme of togetherness. We appreciate this may not
suit everyone but here’s hoping even if you do not
want to participate you will at least give it a chance to
succeed. The events such as the Produce Show and

the Pumpkin Festival give us all the opportunity to socialise..meet our neigh-
bours…and engage in conversation. The committee has been aware for some
months that one of the problems is lack of space to set up tables and chairs
and to be able to relax. The committee purchased the marquee two years ago
and this is erected during April to October.
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In the last few months the area behind the marquee, mainly grass and weeds,
has been cut regularly and has recently been treated with weed killer. The
committee is proposing that the ‘lawn’ (maybe stretching a point at the moment)
is developed into a Community Leisure Area.  There are outline plans to either
relocate the area for wood chips and manure or at least contain it in purpose
built bays.Now the big question…what do you want to see in the Community
Leisure Area ?  Some suggestions to set the ball rolling. A paved area for seat-
ing in all weather i.e. your feet will be dry! Raised beds for planting which may
contain scented plants. A pergola with roses and clematis. A built in BBQ?
What would YOU like to see included? Remember that primarily we are
planning an area to sit and chat…socialise. We will remember to make space
for the litter bin !!

Suggestions should be addressed to: maga@allotment.me.uk

Plant Sale

The annual plant sale is very important to Maga. The weekend gives the
opportunity for members of the public to call in to buy plants and to meet us
and of course we do raise considerable funds for Maga. None of this is possible
without the help of volunteers and if you can help by finding space in your
greenhouse or cold frame to look after a couple of trays of plug plants to grow
them on this would be of immense help. You may of course want to grow from
seed such as a tray of french or runner beans; Flower plants always sell well

such as geraniums, petunias,lobelia, alysium,busy lizzie or your
favourite you can share with others! Any plants you
can donate will be welcome and so much the
better if they are in individual pots. For further

information contact: maga@allotment.me.uk

FREEBIE!
Maga has available in the shop small
compost packs suitable for growing seeds

or plants...... you just have to add water to
activate. The packs are 7x7x2 inch and you
just add water. If you would like to trial one
or more of these packs just call into the
shop and ask !!!!!!! 
First come first served while stocks last.

As we are fast approaching Spring a few questions on birds
seems appropiate. Put on your best thinking cap and you may
win a £10 gardening voucher.
You just have to identify the bird from the clue. Goodluck.

1 Bright colour to begin with (8)
2 Angry William (9)
3 Burning Emblem(9)
4 Was she a sailor (4)
5 One of the alphabet (3)

6 Lively cat(9)
7 Speedy writer(5)
8 Batty whistler(6,7)
9 Criticize (5)

10 As bald as (4)

Send your entry to:  ivorstocker@sky.com The editors decision is final. 
Entries close on 31st March 2014



MARTIN WAY APIARY IN WINTER

Our bees are now in their winter cluster, meaning that on cold days the worker
(female) bees gather in a tight group shaped like a rugby ball around their

Queen in order to keep her warm (their primary
concern) and to keep each other warm. Like

those Emperor Penguins, they move places
every now and then, so that bees on the outside

of the cluster get a chance to warm up by
changing places with bees in the centre of the
cluster. If it gets too cold inside the hive, then

those bees on the edge of the cluster may 
become too chilled to move, so may fall off
and die. 
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So while the bees do not need to keep the hive as warm as they do in the
summer, when the brood (young bees) are being raised, they still must main-
tain a certain temperature to survive, and to do this they need to shiver their
wing muscles to keep warm. This uses up precious energy, so they must eat 
to maintain their energy, and this means using up the honey gathered and
stored in the summer and autumn months. Honey is their equivalent of our
carbohydrates, so we always aim to leave our hives sufficient honey stores
to see them through winter, after we have harvested the “spare” honey for our
own use. However, just in case the bees do not have enough, many beekeep-
ers also feed bees fondant, requiring a quick check during the winter to see if
the bees need extra food or not. The best way to find out is by hefting each
hive, and the experienced beekeeper can tell by a heft whether that hive has
sufficient stores or needs a top up. 

The most serious problem over winter though is isolation starvation. This
occurs when the bees have plenty of honey stores but the weather becomes
suddenly too cold for them to move within the hive, so that they cannot reach
a new frame of honey when they next need to eat. There may be plenty of
honey in other parts of the hive but they simply cannot get to it and they will
never leave their Queen either. It is very sad to open a hive in Spring and
see the last few remaining bees head down in the wax cells desperately
searching for food. Without opening the whole hive, this situation is very
difficult to determine, and of course it is far too cold to open up.

The other winter jobs are to check that
entrances do not become blocked after
any snow has fallen, and I also check that
there are no dead bees blocking the hive
entrance, as we put on mouseguards in
late autumn to prevent mice from taking
up residence in the hives. Because the
entrance is thus very reduced (usually to
one bee at a time through a mouseguard
a few inches long) worker bees can find it
difficult to drag dead bees out of the hive, and leave them just inside causing
a minor pile up (honestly!). So along I go with a pair of tweezers and pull out
any dead bees. 

That about covers our current situation in the Apiary. Fingers crossed
for a  better Spring than the last one. Best wishes to you all for a good
growing year too.

Alison Pelikan plot 138



THE PERNICIOUS PROBLEM WITH PESTS

Whilst our plots are currently suffering from high tide, it may be worthwhile
considering how to handle common pests before they become a major
problem... that is, if they survive being drowned.

Pests come in a variety of guises. My particular annoyance is the two legged
variety who keeps pinching my rhubarb, but that is one pest I'll catch with a
camera trap. As to other varieties there are numerous ways to deal with them.
This is a brief list of how many people choose to deal with them and why they
should be considered. Firstly consider what all animals require. They require
food, shelter and the ability to propagate. Remove any one of those three and
you drastically lower the chances that you will get problems. Let alone the
idea of actually removing/killing said pests in the first place. Though I suppose
killing the pests could be considered as removing the ability to propagate.

Plants - Pest plants are called weeds. I've written before on how best to
handle some weeds (see previous newsletters) such as eating them. But
some pest plants are truly annoying such as the invasive couch grass,
bindweed or mares tail. Unfortunately these do not have the luxury of remov-

ing the shelter portion of the three
options, since they do not need it. Nor
do they technically require food, since
they take that from the soil. But the
ability to propagate can certainly be
curtailed. Pulling off the bindweed
flowers helps prevent seeds from being
created. But for the most part the only
organic method of removing them is
simply by hard work and lots of digging.
Good luck on that.

Flies - The dreaded black fly, white fly, carrot fly, etc.
These are pernicious pests because they are so hard
to stop. Growing sacrificial crops has been touted as a
good way to keep them off your veggies. Unfortunately it doesn't really
work as all it does is encourage them to propagate all the more. Any kind of
crop specifically grown for these not only encourages more but gives a long
term problem in the fact that they keep coming back. On a site as large as
ours this only serves to harm the community as a whole. So for our three
options we could try removing them. Food, well the only option to that is to
stop growing things they like to eat. Doesn't really work as they also happen
to be the things we like eating. Removing shelter also falls under the same
category. Removing the ability to propagate - well unless you're an experi-
enced entomologist then this isn't going to be an option. Looks like killing by
hand might do the trick. Washing up liquid anybody?

Butterflies/Caterpillars - Again we can't remove
the food. We can't remove the shelter. Killing is the only
option. Unless you want to use fleece or mesh netting
to stop them getting to your brassicas. This is probably
a viable solution.
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Pigeons - Netting to prevent them getting in
certainly works. It's probably the only real

option. Unless you get a shooting license and sit
there with an air   pistol to get 'em. I'm sure the 

Police would be interested in your tales of pest control.

Mice and Rats - Mouse traps. Nothing else seems
to work. Keep resetting them. A typical mouse gestation
period is 20 days, with a litter of 8-10, reaching maturity
in 50 days, means... well I'm sure you'll be able to catch
them all.

Slugs/Snails - The ultimate pest of the allotmenteer. Yes there are the old
tricks of beer traps, copper wire or tape, salt,
crushed eggshells, nematodes
etc. So hows that working out
for you? There are so many
options is it any wonder that
they keep surviving?

Rabbits - OK, we're pretty safe in that unless we have any
that have escaped pets from nearby houses, we're not
affected by this. I have friends at other allotment sites which
do have this problem. Good netting is the best way of 

preventing them.

Cats/Dogs - Against we're not really much of an issue here. I've seen cats
prowling through the site on the hunt for mice. So maybe that is the answer to
the mouse and rat problem? Bring in more cats.

Foxes - Well there is no stopping these is there? They get in anyway and dig
up the beds. They eat virtually anything and live under sheds from surrounding
houses and in the wild life areas around the site.

With most pests, in most cases the removal of the food and shelter is imprac-
tical. Since their food and shelter is our plants. It usually comes down to killing.
But are we really looking at this the right way round? Isn't there a better option?
Well to my mind, yes there is. Better management of the problem itself. With
all things in nature then are the prey and there are the predators.

Lets go back to the top of the list and consider the pests. Well weeds are an
issue as there are no predators for those. But flies? Well yes there are. Lady-

birds being an obvious choice. The Ladybird
(Coccinellidae) Beetle is one of the best
known predator of aphids (Greenflies,

Blackflies and Whiteflies). 
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Their larvae can get through an impressive amount each
day and the adults (the typical red with black spots) get
through even more as they require extra sustenance to mate
and lay eggs. They are one of the most successful

bio-weapons against aphids. All it takes is a little encourage-
ment to give them the other two needs, shelter and procreation

options and you can soon have a small army of them. There are numerous
plants which Ladybirds like this being a short list: Angelica, Calendula,
Caraway, Chives, Coriander, Cosmos, Dandelion, Dill, Fennel, Feverfew, Limo-
nium, Marigold, Sweet Alyssum, and Yarrow.

Caterpillars. Lets move on to those cabbage and brassica
gobbling nasties the caterpillars. The most notorious is probably

the Cabbage White, which, like it's
name suggests, loves cabbages.
A fine netting will keep them (mostly)
at bay. It will certainly keep out the
large butterflies and stop them
getting in, but what about those
already inside? Unless you net early
then there is always the possibility
that one or two may make it in and
then have a field day on your
greens. So what preys on caterpil-

lars? Well birds of course. But won't they eat your greens too? Depends.
Pigeons will. But it's unlikely that the blackbirds would. But the Caterpillar does
have a defence against such attacks. It has evolved a bad taste which birds
have learnt to avoid. So perhaps your best option is to net your plants.

Pigeons, and other birds. Well scarecrows have been around a long time.
Hanging up old CDs have often been a ploy used by many. Though to be fair,
I have not seen any conclusive evidence that these options actually work.
Perhaps they do. Perhaps they don't. Netting certainly does work though.
Or perhaps there is another option (see below).

Mice and Rats. 
Here Kitty, kitty! Obviously the best
deterrents are the ones evolution pro-
vided. Cats are exceptional hunters.
Entice the cat to your plot with cat grass
(Dactylis). It's certainly a better option
than couch grass. Or perhaps there is
another option (see below).

Slugs and Snails have often been choice food for the hedgehog. Though
chickens are also very partial to them, though we do not have any on site (yet).
If we get more people interested in keeping chickens we might be able to do
something about this, but in the meantime carefully designing you plot to
appeal to hedgehogs is a good choice. Slugs and snails have very similar
needs in the food area. They are attracted to heavy carbon dioxide smells (beer
traps) and need to make a home for themselves during the day in a cool
dampish area where they won't dry out. Then tend to like sticking to cool,
smooth items where they can get a good moisture seal around them. So
plastic, stone and metals which don't get warm in the day's heat are obvious
choices.
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Wood too if it's damp enough though they avoid dry wood as
that would suck the moisture out of them. Providing habitats

for slugs and snails where the prickly predators can get at
them would be a very good move. But maybe there is a

better option (see below).

I'm going to skip rabbits, cats and dogs for the obvious reason that they provide
very little in the way of destructive behaviour on our plots compared to other
pests. Which leaves us with foxes. Now then this is where people are going
seriously wrong with their attitudes. Lets go back to the three things that any
creature wants. Food, shelter and procreation. Ask yourself this... what are the
main things a fox eats. Cats and Dogs? Not really. Anything worth fighting for
to get food is not really worth it. A fox is more likely to turn tail than fight, espe-
cially as there is plenty of food elsewhere. Food such as their main food source
in an agricultural environment. Rats, Mice, Pigeons (if they can catch them),
slugs, snails and caterpillars. Wait a minute.. aren't we missing a big trick here?

Now ask yourself, why
they are digging in
your plot beds. They
are normally testing the
soil for suitability of
digging a den. Or they
are digging up food.
Most often it's the former
as there is plenty of food
to get without digging.
Remember foxes are
lazy and will always go
for the easy option. 

So if they can be   persuaded not to dig things up, and to always eat in certain
locations, are they really a pest? 

Foxes can be trained. Not the "sit up and beg" kind of
training, but they can be trained to go in certain paths and

areas if there is food available for them to eat. They won't
dig if there is a ready made den or home for them. The trick
is to make the food available to them.  I am not talking about

leaving out chicken or food scraps. I'm talking natural food.
Slugs and snails like cool dark moist areas. Try roof tiles. Lean a few close to-
gether up against your raised beds or other areas where snails gather. The
foxes come along and nose them over to scoff a readily available snack. Keep
the location consistent. 

Better yet, keep the methodology the same through out your plot, they will go
from tile to tile. Keep your rubbish out of the way to stop them going to the
wrong areas. Kitchen waste inside compost piles should be carefully enclosed
so as to prevent them getting in. This is only common sense. But it won't stop
mice and rats. But give those pests homes of their own - a piece and carefully
laid carpet perhaps, which they can burrow under. A piece of carpet which can
be easily nosed under for the foxes to get at. Office carpet tiles are ideal.
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1         Where do you find well educated clowns? .......... Oxford Circus
2 “Watership Down”is a best seller here .......... Warren Street
3 Where teachers get fresh supplies .......... Chalk Farm
4 It’s a big one .......... Wapping
5 Is it full of tulips? .......... Holland Park
6 If you have a square one you won’t fit here .......... Oval
7 “to be or not to be” is a familiar one here .......... Stratford 
8 Do the next door neighbours complain about the yodelling? .......... Swiss Cottage
9 This must be the station for the dogs to go home .......... Battersea

10 What envy will do to people .......... Turnham Green

11 A colourful vehicle .......... Greenford
12 The place for firewood? .......... Colliers Wood
13 A place to find Lloyds bank .......... Black Horse Road
14 Canterbury for example .......... Kentish Town
15 Stanley’s Station .......... Holloway Road
16 For Ecclesiastical cars only .......... Bishops Gate
17 What the milliner did to hide the customer’s face .......... Maida Vale
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CONGRATULATIONS!!!

MERTON IN BLOOM RESULTS 2013

Winner
Best Floral Allotment Garden

Graham Buzwell, plot 46A

Highly commended
Best Floral Allotment Garden

Joe Steel and Bill Eaton

By carefully thinking about the overall ecosystem of your plot you can construct
a system where everything works together to keep pests at a minimum. It's
called Permaculture. It's only us human who come along and think in terms of
straight lines and fast ways to get things done that upset the natural order of
things. Evolution has developed it's own ways over the millions of years on
this planet. It's about time we really started understanding them and using them
to our benefit.

Oh and there is one other major pest. Humans! 
Especially those who are too closed minded to 
actually consider alternative options. The 
best way to eliminate those kinds of pests is 
to educate them.

David Cotterill plot 30

THE COMPETITION

Surprsingly there were no correct entries to the competition...in fact no 
entries were received at all!!!  The £10 voucher is still on mantel piece.
Nevermind, here are the answers:



For all our old and new cus-
tomers the shop still contains
basic items for your plot, we try
to remain competitive but
cannot compare to some of the
bigger shops but we are here
for your convenience, though
only open at the weekends, but
there maybe one of our friendly
shop volunteers or committee
members close to you on site
and they may be able to make
a sale to you if they have their
shop key with them.

The stock items we have will cover many of your basic needs hard plastic
netting to cover wooden frames and soft material netting for either wooden
frames or to cover over plastic hoops. There are many examples around the
allotments as to how it is used and    Chris Jones plot number 90a is a good
one to look at. (he does not bite).

We have a good range of bamboo canes, fertilisers, plant ties, string, slug
pellets and sprays, seeds, potatoes ready for chitting.

There is a petrol driven mower and strimmer that you can use along with safety
visor and ear protectors. Petrol is provided so no need to worry about mixing
petrol and oil. We ask that on return they are in a clean condition. Feeling that
you need more time to play with them then why not mow or strim the commu-
nity path leading to your plot and beyond. I'm sure those around you will
appreciate the gesture.

We will be renewing our stock of compost shortly, though we still have some
left.

Plastic ground cover is available for those plot areas that have been dug over
and need to be covered to prevent the weeds reappearing whilst you decide
what you are to plant.

There is a small number of
books and downloads to look
through if you need to get
some ideas, though those
with internet access can look
at the RHS,  Gardeners World, 
Allotment Association web 
sites for more detail.

Good luck for the year ahead and look forward to seeing and chatting
with you in the shop and thank you to any shop volunteers and
committee members for assisting with midweek sales.

Geoff Gregory plot 148a

10

THE SHOP



EACH NEW YEAR

he 

each new year

enthusiastically

knowledgeably

drew up new plans

schemes ideas

hopes projects

for his allotment

but he 

never actually 

managed 

to get to 

stage two

pmcmanus
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when he on 

his allotment

declared U.D.I.

Unilateral

Declaration

of Independence

from the U.K.

the others thought

that he was crazy

and sniggered

raised eyebrows

at least 

until after the 

first week where

he collected tolls

from all aircraft

passing over

to the sum of

two hundred

and twenty six 

thousand pounds

eighty nine pence

and arrived in a 

brand new Phantom

Rolls Royce 

PLOT

Patrick McManus plots 100a & 99a


